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Tue International Conference of the Evangelical Alliance just held at Florence 
has been a most decided success. Mr. Arnold writes from Florence, on the 
18th April: *‘I am very thankful to say that all our labour has been crowned 
with great blessing. The success of the Conference has greatly exceeded our ; 
bers attending have been very large ; in the evenings | 
,200) was crowded. The delegates from twenty different | 
numerous, and our plan of bringing a large namber 
elists from all parts of Italy has added 150 
countries. Thus we have always had good £ 
and afternoon meetings it has been quite 
ings daily have been much blessed and largel 
soon to leave the lower hall (holding 200) 
Then the spirit of these meetings was 
fifteen to twenty prayers in three-quarters o 
cause for gratitude to God, who has 
m many lands for months past. Even while the Conference ' 
ing we had a message from China stating that in Tientsin, Christians 
; were specially remembering the Conference in prayer during the week." 
The Times devotes a colunin and shalf to a very brief summary of the 
principal addresses delivered on the first day, prefaced by a friendly and r 
favourable notice of the aims and object of the Evangelical Alliance. Our 
readers will be able to judge for themselves as to the opening address of Dr. 
Geymonat, President of the Florence Committee, as we are able to report it = 
along with many of the other addresses in the present number. It may - 
add to the interest of reading this address of welcome to know that Dr. 


} 
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Geymonat is one who has suffered for the truth of the Gospel, being, as the 
Times remarks, “one of those who were sent out of Tuscany about forty years 
chained to a felon to aggravate his punishment. He is now the Principal of 
the Waldensian College in Florence.” 


Opening 

few steps from Savonarola’s wood-pile and the Bargello, that we are assembled 
for this work of liberty and faith? Is it really in Florence where the Madiai for 
the sake of the Gospel in August 1851 were arrested, and in June 1852 
condemned for years to the galleys, where an honoured deputation of the 
Evangelical Alliance [consisting of Lords Roden and Cavan i 

—Ep. Evangelical Christendom] came to implore from the Grand Dake their 
diberation, and could not obtein an official hearing? Yet on this very spot we 
‘open this free Conference of Evangelicals of all nations ? Searcely can we 

our eyes.” | 


It was therefore not only « fitting ex ion of ty 
President of a Conference met upon Italian soil, who is himself also 
sabject, but no doubt expressed the feeling of all present, when Dr. 
‘closed his address by saying : “ We cannot inaugurate the present 
to the eyes of all is a great event in the cause of liberty, and to our eyes 
‘still for the Gospel, without heartily exclaiming ‘ Blessings for ever rest upon 
House of Savoy as it now reigns at Rome.’” This was followed, the 
report says, by great applause, and subsequently “a telegram was sent to 
Humbert expressing the thanks of the Conference for his kind recognition of 
‘eesombly.” Later on came the King’s answer: “His Majesty the King 


t's words to the delegates from England: “‘ Honoured and dear brethren 
from All’ parts of the world; your “group 


| 
| , The pleasant interchange of congratulatory messages between the assembled | 
Conference and the King of Italy is a notable feature of the times. Not so 
| many years ago the bigoted rulers of what was theh divided Italy would not have 
| permitted, mach less have congratulated, a gathering in Florence representing 
| | European and American Protestantism. Well might Dr. Geymonat close his 
| 
Ce Wits yrea ASTACLION me ons anc homage | 
| representatives of the religions faith professed by the Piedmontese region so | 
| pleasing remembrance of them. His Majesty exprésses towards the Conference | 
his most cordial and sincere good wishes.” 
. We would direct special attention to the comprehensive description of the 
religion of the English-speaking race—as it strikes the foreigner—in the 
cof the: 
earth with Bibles, translated and printed in all langnages, ind. sow. the et 
the ‘kingdom of God among‘ all nations. You have dénominations 
pushed individualism to éxtremes, and shown a divided Protestantism ; yet on the 
‘other-hand you seek'after and ‘manifest unity through the Evangelical Alliance, . 
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of which you are the strennous and constant promoters. Unity through liberty— 


It ia no small honour for the Christianity of the English 


societies—the s.p.c. and the c..s.—used in 
and for sixty of those they were wholly and entirely dependent on the Bible 
Society. The foreign missionary work of the Church could not exist without the 


Society.” 


The Archbishop of Canterbury went on ably to refute the notion that the 
Church of England should stand aloof from the Bible Society, because it is nentral 
ground on which Churehmen and Nonconformists work together. “ Wore they 
to consider the question merely as customers? No; the Society was doing a 
very good, solid piece of Church work. Some 15,000 copies of the Scriptures 
were issued every day, and that was wrought by many people who were not 
Charchmen. He maintained that a fact such as that was about the best lesson 
in mutual charity that either the Church or any other people could lay to heart.” 
As to the question, ‘‘How was Home Reunion to begin?" the Archbishop said; ‘‘It 
could not begin further down than the Scriptures, and it would not begin any 
further up. Lf it pleased God to realise to any of our descendants the aspirations 
that dey-star.”’ 


_, We heartily commend this wise opinion of ‘the Primate of All England that 
the principle of the Bible Society must be the rallying ground of all who desire to 
see anything approachipg to Home Reunion. The conscientious canvictions 
which separate Christians on Church matters have their root, if they are worth 
anything, in different interpretations of the Bible as to its teaching upon the 
pointe in dispute. -It is manifest that while these different views as. to what the 
Bible saya may cause different judgments and different practices to prevail (each 
Christian being responsible to hia own master, as Rom. xiy. teaches, and therefore 


rejoice that Mr. Penzotti, ‘who had. been‘ thrown “iritd privop 
in Pern for the crime—as the Peruvian authorities regatd it—of circulating the 


-speaking races to be Pt 
who “cover the earth with 
Bibles, and sow the seed of the kingdom of God in all nations.” It is deeply <i 
significant of the important position which our own land holds in this honoured Y, 
service that the Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking the following week at the : 
Mansion Hoase meeting for the Bible Society, should have dwelt on this intimate rf 
those only, who reject the Master's 
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confrere in endeavouring to obtain his deliverance. We hope that not only has 
the prisoner been set at liberty, but that the Word of God is no longer bound, 
and that as agent for the American Bible Society, M. Penzotti may long continue 
to labour for the spread of the Scriptures in Pera—no man forbidding him. 


of the Lord,” there is almost absolute silence as to the power by which alone 


the change of life is brought about, although the text clearly states it in the 
words: “ Even as by the Spirit of the Lord” or “ the Lord the Spirit” 
as the Revison Version reads it. It is almost incredible that an attentive Bible- 


reader in describing the change which came over the first disciples from their call 
to their labours in the Acts of the Apostles, should ignore the day of Pentecost ; 
but this is what Professor Drummond does in pp. 84 and 85 of his little book, 


which he defends * making Christ our most constant companion ” from the charge 
of mysticism. ‘If any one cannot conceive or realise a mystical relation with — 
Christ, perhaps all that can be done is to help him to step on to it by still plainer 
analogies from common life. How do 1 know Shakspere or Dante? By 
communing with their words and thoughts. Many men know Dante better than 
their own fathers. He influences them more. As a spiritual presence-he is more 
near to them ; as a spiritual force, more real. Is there any reason why a greater 
than Shakspere or Dante, who also walked this earth, who left great words 
behind Him, who has great works everywhere in the world now, should not also 
 gnstruct, inspire, and mould the characters of men? I do not limit Christ’s 
influence to this. It is this and itis more. But Christ so far from resenting or 
discouraging this relation of friendship, Himself proposed it. ‘Abide in me’ was 
almost His last word to the world. And He partly met the difficulty of those who 
feel its intangibleness by adding the practical clause, ‘ If ye abide in me and my 
words abide in you.’” We should not, however, forget that it is from Christ’s own 
words, an | those spoken in close connexion with this very passage, that we learn 
eo much about the coming of the Holy Spirit as the revealer of Christ and real 
author of the changed life. — . 


We are glad to see that a measure of success has attended the efforts of 
those who are striving to rid our country of the sin and shame of demoralising 
China by means of the opium traffic. Although the majority (31) was gained 
for Sir J. Pease’s motion in a not very full house, it may be.regarded, we trust, 
as an indication that the public conscience is being awakened upon a point 
as to which it has been too long asleep. We wish every success to this effort. 


| 

Another attractively-written booklet, entitled The Changed Life," appears 
. from the able pen of Professor Henry Drammond. It will spread far and wide 
many interesting and profitable thoughts on the portion of Scripture of which it is 

an exposition ; but also, alas, not a little loose and defective theology. The text 

of this last address is 2 Cor. iii. 18, and while it contains mach able and in- 
teresting exposition of that which relates to “reflecting as a mirror the glory 
i where, while dwelling rightly upon the effect upon the disciples of the companion- 
ship of Jesus, he wholly leaves out of sight what Pentecost did for them, and 
i he would even have us believe that they were themselves ignorant of what 
wrought the change! 
| | : Neverthelesd, we can heartily commend the following beautiful passage in 
| 
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the Divine Commedia” and see what be) ment of the teciple to pase on vestments 
how state 
| paints the Popes, and tee we ieee During the sittings of the reverend fathers 
of Christendom. On this subject study devcrip- settling: doctrine with view to 
) tions im book after book, canto after canto, line after st, a between cast and west ; 
: line. “ Rogues and traitors,” he declares, “ are not suffice to say that, after a too hasty supposition, 
s© numerous in Florence as are fables repented union was established, the old rent remained—ouly 
| | cone tuk the | to discuss. I cam only. 
no come Upon to can 
wind. Men wih tub an and Constantinople had responded 
| make people bough. He exciaims : to Rome in manner. The metual hatred con. 
“The Church of Rome, tinued till Constantinople was taken by the Turks. 
Mixing two that ill report, Rome, after the Council, acted towards Italy and 
| Hath tissed her footing, fallen inte the mire Earope as it had dome before. The- disposal of 
Gass crowns, the accumulation of wealth—these were 
as well as over the hing dos 
| whee Sem GheiGdets, = who wore the tiara; and, while the Order of 
Inferno xin. 112-114. that if kt 
conditions, many thought, were the 
| This is not the language of a modern Protestant Father of Christendom would do well to rid of 
| | : but of a medieval Catholic, sincere in faith, a his enormous wealth. He himeclf thonghe ether 
. aR reformer full of ideas bearing on the political, wise, and continued to fill his coffers to the brim. 
Tae nothing tne ins condition of his country, with It is said, at such a time, hatred of the clergy was a 
+ like what we should call a sectarian bias. common thing. No wonder. Hence necessity for 
One ih, ss pe Italian he brings out reformation at that crisis is sufficiently apparent. 
pe agen ond oguin, that Rome at the time was “a 2. We proceed to giance at certain intellectual 
of evils.” He corruption with a view | and literary made for an ensuing 
and, pnts out te, cor. through reform of theology and religion 
” + Moses, the rapt Prophets and the Psalms, Think of the movement which went on in this 
tn, gifted of the Holy Ghost.” way in the middle of the fifteenth century. “In 
4 Dante read his Bible. wonderful poems afford | villa,” Mr. Hallam, tenging the 
angle of At that period, with all its sins towers off Florence, om the lofty 
7 miseries, there were those who repaired to hill crowned by the mother city, the ancient Fisele, 
} Holy Writ for wisdom and instruction. Dante | in gardens which Tull might bave envied, with | 
was one of them. He was a politician, no doubt, Ficino Landino and Polidan at fhis side (the 
b mixed up with city quarrels, a man of impassioned author is speaking of Lorenzo de Medici), he 
mature, not free from prejudices, full of absorbing delighted his hours of leisure with the beautiful 
love and burning hate, but a Christian notwith. visions yO eg panesorhy. for which the 
. standing up to the light he had; studying nature, summer of an sky appears the 
. science, history, the fathers, the schoolmen, and most congenial accompaniment.” The villa of 
ii “fringing all to bear on men and things. He paints Carreggi, on the way to Fiesole, was a cradle for 
ai them amazing vividness. As we read his Neng © study of that in which the 
the and the | New Testament is written. It had, in’ Eurove 
plainly enough a thorough | ignorance 
the history of the Florentine Duomo, a hundred served to break the spell. First came the study of 
years later. walls Council assembled | Greek classics: in this study Loreen 
pa at the beginning of the year 1439. Then came the friends became absorbed. In the first instance, 
Pope and Cardinals from Ferrara, wherethey had been many literary enthusiasts turned away from Chris. 
try similarly employed amidst inextricable confusion. tianity 0 Platonism; but to devout minds, the 
7 For some years disorder had prevailed, Pontiff | restoration of Greck knowledge became a priceless 
: was Council, Council was against Pontiff, aid in studying the original Gospel of our Salva- 
More Fathers than one appeared at the same tion. The learned came to listen to Apostles and 
| time. A Pope was deposed by an assembly of this Evangelists in the tongue they used. Such studies, 
kind, and such an assembly was pontifically dis- carried on in this neighbourhood and elsewhere 
solved. it magnificent helped many to understand the records of our faith 
structure embodying an idea which to its | as they never did before. These workers prepared 
what toe ley asthe highest and the best of the way for Erasmus, Melancthon, and others to 
' what the city should devoted to divine whom you and I are indebted when we read our 
worship. Republic was never | Bibles, far beyond what we art 
infidel, It did not resemble the Republic of the member. One of these often overlooked 
page French Revolution. It never had a pantheon, was Berni, who died in Florence, 1896 autho 
the Goddess of Reason. the famous “Orlando Innamorato”—a poetical 
The here opened with state and splendour. work of genuis, but spotted with licentious stains 
| The Latin and Greek Churches were represented too common in those days. By the grace of God, 
with a view to reunion after centuries of strife, this poet underwent a spiritual change. He em- 
The “city Kept holiday, people crowded the pave- | braced evangelical truth; and wrote religious 
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is that enevangelical to the convicted—in their 
the detriment alone could do that, aad 
of this arrangement may be 
we may add, 
a want of 
wes too mach 
of the work, how- | 
of the Holy Office | tz 
were invested with 
to other ecclesiastics, ap 
appeal, to imprison the of 
versazione will 
Angus, gathering again 
commence at 4.30, as in the ; library. te 
Wil be large attendance of members ond friends of the Alliance from, 4 
country. Cards of invitation will be sent on application to the | 
tho Evangelical Alliance, 7 Adam Street, Strand, London. 
ié more ing to the believer when walking in communion 
of others. This remark applies, at the present time, in Pe 
to the Evangelical Alliance with reference to the great Interna | 
aigo, ing to the representations of 
sight prison wherein 1 
together a great number of 
ies to hold a Conference. Full religious 
Church in His, gracious purpose to 
Alliance to display “a Banner because of the 
to @ present salvation full and free, which it is 
oreature. . 
this ce, and it be expected 
Britain, France, Scandinavia, , Switzerland, the Netherlands, 
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' He theake eon, % dear to his soal and so loyal and true to his H 
© the 8 especially the foreigners rouse. 
| they lift up to gathered in Florence for the 
fia back feelings of sympathy for this country.” 
a large mary, add that the arrangements made by the Council to enable 
iF Canfirenas wend af pestors and evangelists from all parts of Italy to attend the 
themselves of the Not less than 150 of these brethren availed 
' number of dictine cite Chportunity presented to them of with 
n topics. the admirable addresses given on a great variety of 
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| the ‘the very very of an 
| and that mae Which tas. 
ia hearted and Sovereign | teresting place alike in asd 
‘of wo litle known Thete ts ample reason ec believe has beow 
the | _weither done. Jadeet, it was a part of the ter 
hrs own subjects: ace the went out 
make an halia the of So much, then, for lents the Con. 
éerived further encouragement from theit acqunint- call for these introductory statements. | 
Mealy, Careful reports en ir | evening, April 4, when a meeting far 
well Geal with it both at the Basle Con- cannot be ‘Maat it ‘Began “very 
rence and the Subsequent one at Copenbayen, and for the of the 
They indicated that the number evangelical | tca-tables, and r 
and later information painted in the same sinee the last International at Copen- 
| bolt comeranion with them ‘and, as far as might the President of the Florentine 
be, their Hands ia God. Nor was the chair, and after the singing of a 
{ viewed aright, encouragement might not be dcawn kalian Minister, President Geymonat ao 
progress mawement This reverse side isthe his own musical language, 
as tach progress i i ther hande te while balding 
. be amicipated—for when the demion of superstition several languages, This admirable address, 
loses his place in-a country, the demon of infidelity delivered with exceeding from time to 
makes haste to take the vacant place. When a time evoked hearty applause an the ce,” 
| people are discovering that they have inherited points of it caught the notice of the deeply-attentive 
they are rough ith fables, | Mad been 
! they are brought perilously near to losing faith in at its close, a telegram should be forwarded to the 
Y ine truths with which those fables were mixed. ning of aly, respectfully saluting him, expressing 
Thus the progress of infidelity seemed to invite an cans (0. God for the liberty now enjoyed in Italy ; 
fairly expected that such a spectacle of the Ki and the Royal. amily. 
snity in the faith aa a General o the Any 
Alliamce presents, would at this juncture prove men of various nationalities might well have valued 
boon to Italy's priest-distrusting people ving | the privilege of proposing the :sending of this 
knowledge that Christians of all nations assemble! telegram. It was, however, to Lord Kinnaird, who 
thus as brethren, by virtue ofa common faith i, pended to the Weleome in. the nameof the British 
t the Bible.as the infallible trath af God, could na Organization, that the privilege fell, and im appro. 
tail to show them that, if the style of religion thes priate and hearty terms he agcomplished his 
to distrust to thei plcssant task. A few words ofjike character from 
con fidence, another t ki Bishop Walden, one of the American _ delegates, 
f which they would do well to examine with canin’ followed, and then the resolution was casried. by 
Theve was, further encouragement which Then followed the acknowledgments, by vacious 
weighed much with the Council, and was, in truth, national representatives, of the | gxatit y- 
40.20, was the confident hope countries in pee 
ry widely-dispersed evangelical Chris. address. these spoke in their own 
| tians of y could be beoaght fase we guages, with one or two exceptions, the audience 
| a few days of brotherly intercourse, and could not fail to mark with ineesest the earnestness 
thus 4o make personal acquaintance with and fracefulness of these responses to, an Address 
if with increased to pi the spiri- | the enthusiastic oe | 
steward and 
Conference demands. One .more encouragement cConiin ue pray, for'a great blessing 
from ‘the antecedents of the Contec the older members of the Alliance tr the 
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